
Demolition Derby  2013 - A Smashing Success

By Justin Bolt
Secretary/Public Relations

The Marystown Volunteer Fire 
Department hosted its 7th Annual Burin 
Peninsula Demolition Derby on Sunday, 
August 4th, 2013.

The day started out with rain 
showers, and conditions started to improve 
as the Derby time neared. At 2PM for the 
start of the derby, conditions had improved 
to cloudy skies, 21 degrees and a light 
breeze of wind.

Approximately 1200-1300 people 
gathered at the Black Brook Pit, on the 
highway between Marystown and Burin. 
Many vehicles lined the highway for as far 
as you could see, as well parking space was 
filled around the pit area. 

The 50/50 draw in support of 
Muscular Dystrophy generated over $900 
with half of the funds going to the winner 
Billy Day. The members of the Muscular 
Dystrophy committee want to thank those 
who generously support the cause.

There were 12 entries in this year's 
derby. There were two initial heats with 
one championship heat, along with great 
competition and excitement. Matthew 
Fitzpatrick in Car #22 was the winner of 
this year's derby, taking home a prize of 
$500. The "Best Dressed" title went to 
Brian Cheeke, sponsored by Lil' Dory. The 
"Best Hit" was awarded to Shane Russell, 
sponsored by St. John's Dock Yard. The 

"Most Sportsmanlike" award went to 
Johnathan Miller.

The department wishes to thank 
the major sponsor, Scotiabank, who 
matched the funds raised, staffed the gate 
and carried out 50/50 ticket sales for 
Muscular Dystrophy. The department 
wishes to also thank the following 
sponsors of this year's derby: Town of 
Marystown, WRENS, Bren-Kir LTD., 
Aylwards Home Hardware, McDonald's, BP 
Fire & Safety, Molson's, Murley's Building 
Supplies, Brenton Group of Companies, 
Castle Building Center(G&H),
 Mallay's Industrial, Targa Newfoundland, 
Pittman's Auto, Brushett's Auto, R & R 
Auto, Colonial Auto Parts, Canadian Tire, 
EXP, Power's Enterprise, St. John's Dock 
Yard, UAP Auto Parts, Peninsula Arctic Cat, 
Lil' Dory Lounge and Marystown Ford.   
Also, thank you to all businesses who 
posted our poster and advertised the event 
for us.

The WRENS, our ladies Auxiliary, 
also had a successful event with their 
concession stand. The WRENS are an 
essential part of our organization and we 
appreciate your devoted support.

In the end, a total of over $10,000 
was generated from the event, including 
the matching of funds by Scotiabank. The 
Fire Department uses these funds for 
purchasing of emergency equipment. The 
emergency equipment purchased, helps 
our dedicated volunteer firefighters better 



serve our community and region. The 
event is under the direction of the 
Fundraising committee who does a great 
job planning the event every year.

The Fire Department would like to 
thank everybody, participants, sponsors, 
spectators and WRENS who made this 
derby another great success. See you all 
again at the Derby in 2014!

*The Marystown Volunteer Fire Department serves approximately 5400 
residents from the centrally located Fire Hall. The Fire Department has 30 
very dedicated firefighters and a fleet of 2 Pumpers, 1 Ladder, 2 Rescue 
Vehicles, 1 Pick-up, 1 SUV, a Hovercraft and a Hazmat Unit.  Visit our 
website at www.marystownvolunteerfiredept.com or you can also visit us 
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/groups/MystVolFireDept and
 Twitter @MYSTVolFireDept.*
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