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On Saturday, October 12th, the 
Marystown Volunteer Fire Department held 
its 42nd Annual Firefighters Banquet. The 
Banquet was the final event of a very   
successful Fire Prevention Week 2013.

Firefighters, Honourary Firefighters, 
Fire Chiefs and Firefighters from the region, 
government representatives of all levels, 
representatives of local organizations and 
businesses, and invited guests gathered at 
St. Gabriel's Hall.

The evening started with a Dinner, 
followed by speeches by government 
representatives. The Chief's Annual Report, 
presentation of appreciation plaques to 
organizations and businesses, to Muscular 
Dystrophy, the FIRE WRENS and years of 
service awards. Presentations were made 
from the WRENS, Marystown Lions Club and 
Booth Shrine Club to the department. 
Garnish Fire Chief Fred Dodge did a great 
job emceeing again this year.

Deputy Mayor Al Spencer brought 
greetings on behalf of the Town of 
Marystown, MP Judy Foote on behalf of the 
Federal Government and MHA/Minister of 
Education Clyde Jackman brought greetings 
on behalf of the Provincial Government. 
MHA Jackman also took the occasion to 
announce funding of $32,000 for new Jaws 
of Life Equipment for the Department. The 

announcement was welcome news which 
will now allow the department the ability to 
upgrade our Heavy Rescue Tools which will 
be placed on the recently acquired Ladder 
Truck for accidents in town.

Fire Chief Alex Coady started his 
annual report stating the department has 
received 43 calls to date for the year. Chief 
Coady took time to thank the Firefighters, 
Committees of the Department, WRENS, 
Council, Government, Community 
Organizations, Businesses, Residents, Fire 
Departments in the region and others in the 
community for all of the support over the 
past year. The Chief also took the 
opportunity to welcome Firefighters Justin 
Green, Shane Simms and Walter Vallis who 
have joined us over the past year.

Scotiabank was recognized for its 
contribution and support with the Annual 
Demolition Derby. The Shriners, Kinsmen 
Club, and Council were also recognized for 
their support. 

Muscular Dystrophy Chairperson 
Scott Bungay presented Chief Coady with a 
cheque for $3000 to Muscular Dystrophy 
Canada. Chairperson Bungay acknowledged 
the great success of the Boot Drive this past 
summer and also the 50/50 draw at the 
Derby. Funds were also raised from the sale 
of Christmas Ornaments and Harley Raffle 
Tickets.

Firefighters Rodney Gleason, Leo 
Green, George Gouzvaris, and Kenneth 



Rideout received their 5 years of service 
awards. It was a special evening for Captain 
Wayde Clarke as he was presented with his 
20 years of service award from all levels of 
government and the department. Retired 
Firefighter Gary Saunders was presented 
with his honorary membership certificate to 
the department for his 10 years of service.

Chief Coady presented WRENS 
President Nicole Keating with a token of 
appreciation for her and all WRENS. At that 
time, President Nichole also presented Chief 
Coady with a donation of $5000. Chief 
Coady acknowledged the great commitment 
and support of the WRENS as these funds 
are used for helping the department with 
equipment purchases.

It was also recognized as a special 
occasion for the Green Family. This year the 
third generation of the family, Justin Green, 
joined the department. This marks the first 
time the fire department has seen three 
generations of a family serve the 
community. 

The Fire Department wishes to 
thank the residents and businesses of the 
community for all the continued support, in 
addition to the support from all levels of 
government. The evening concluded with a 
dance. We look forward to serving the 
community in the next year and beyond!

Picture 1. The Banquet

Picture 2. Years of Service Awards

Picture 3. Three Generations of Firefighters from 
the Green Family

 *The Marystown Volunteer Fire Department serves 

approximately 5400 residents from the centrally located Fire Hall. 
The Fire Department has 30 very dedicated firefighters and a fleet 
of 2 Pumpers, 1 Ladder, 2 Rescue Vehicles, 1 Pick-up, 1 SUV, a 
Hovercraft and a Hazmat Unit.  Visit our website at 
www.marystownvolunteerfiredept.com or you can also visit us on 



Facebook at www.facebook.com/groups/MystVolFireDept and 
Twitter @MYSTVolFireDept.*


