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In the month of October, the Fire 
Department was busy with Fire Prevention 
Activities, the Annual Banquet, responding to 
emergencies and participating in community 
events. 

At this time the Fire Department would 
like to welcome Walter Vallis as the 
department's newest recruit.

The Fire Department hosted the 2-Day 
Fire Inspection training course on October 2nd 
and 3rd. The course was instructed by Fire and 
Emergency Services NL and 22 firefighters from 
around the Burin Peninsula participated. 5 of 
our firefighters, George Gouzvaris, George 
Shave, Scott Bungay, Justin Green and Jordan 
Hannam completed the training.

On Wednesday, October 2nd at 
approximately 6:10PM, the Fire Department 
received a call for assistance from the RCMP 
with a search for a missing person. The Fire 
Department responded to the Janes Pond area 
with Engine #3, Rescue #4, Mobile #5, Rescue 
#6, and the Hovercraft. Six Officers and ten 
Firefighters answered the call. 

On Sunday, October 6th the Fire 
Department began Fire Prevention Week by 
attending the Church Service at Calvary 
Pentecostal Church. The church is the home of 
Pastor Shane Simms, a recent recruit of the 
department. It is a tradition of the department 
to attend a church service at one of the local 
churches for the beginning of Fire Prevention 
Week each year.

At approximately 1:37PM on Sunday, 
October 6th as firefighters were getting ready to 
do the Fire Prevention Week Parade, a call was 
received for an Ammonia Leak at the 
Marystown Arena. Engine #3 and Rescue #4 
responded with a crew of six Officers and 
thirteen firefighters. The Arena was evacuated 
upon arrival and firefighters isolated the leak. 
The Arena remained closed for the day.

Also, at 3PM on Sunday, October 6th, 
the Fire Department held its annual Fire 
Prevention Week Parade. This parade involves 
all of the department fleet, and firefighters and 
proceeds through the entire community as a 
way of making the residents aware of the start 
of Fire Prevention Week`. 

Monday, October 7th, was the first day 
of School Visits to Sacred Heart Academy. 
Firefighters visited the school delivering 
messages relating to fire prevention and safety 
to each class. The department continued with 
presentations at the school until Thursday, 
October 10th. 

Also, on the evening of Monday, 
October 7th, the Fire Department hosted the 
Girls Group from Garnish. The group was 
treated to a tour of the fire hall, fire prevention 
presentation, meeting the firefighters, and a 
visit from Sparky.

On Tuesday, October 8th, Firefighters 
took the opportunity to show their appreciation 
for the Tuesday night Card Game supporters. 
The Card Game is an event of the Fire Wrens 
and helps them raise funds which they use to 
assist us with equipment purchases. Firefighters 
showed their appreciation by serving coffee, 
tea, & donuts. 



On Wednesday, October 9th, 
Firefighters visited Brighter Futures Daycare in 
addition to the school visitations. Kids enjoyed 
the visit from Sparky and the firefighters.

On Wednesday, October 9th, the Fire 
Department held a Fat Fire Demonstration. 
Approximately 30 people attended the event. 
The event started with a Fire Safety 
presentation, followed by a demonstration on 
the proper use of a fire extinguisher.

On Thursday, October 10th, the Fire 
Department opened its doors to the public for 
the Annual Open House. Over 200 people came 
along to view the fire hall, apparatus and 
equipment. There was also a visit from Sparky 
and treats for the kids. 

On Friday, October 11th, Firefighters 
spent the morning visiting all Daycares in the 
community. Firefighters took the opportunity to 
deliver a fire prevention message and treat the 
kids to a visit from Sparky.

Also, on Friday, October 11th, the Fire 
Department hosted the local Scouts Canada 
Group. The group enjoyed a tour of the fire hall, 
apparatus, along with a safety presentation.

Fire Prevention Week concluded on 
Saturday, October 12th, with the 42nd Annual 
Firefighters Banquet. The event took place at St. 
Gabriel’s Hall with Firefighters, Retired 
Firefighters, Firefighters of other departments in 
the region, government representatives of all 
levels, community organizations and businesses, 
and invited guests in attendance. The night 
kicked off with Dinner, followed by the annual 
banquet where reports and service awards were 
given, and concluded with a dance. 

Five year service pins were presented to 
Leo Green, Rodney Gleason, George Gouzvaris 
and Kenneth Rideout. Wayde Clarke received his 
twenty year service pin and medals from MP 
Foote and MHA Jackman. Congratulations to all.

 On Tuesday, October 15th, the Fire 
Department conducted a Fire Drill at Sobeys in 
the morning, followed by a visit to another 
daycare. The visit to the daycare was a 
commitment from the previous week, Fire 
Prevention week.

On Saturday, October 19th, the 
department participated in the Children's 
Wishmaker Parade. It is an event of the 
Children's Wish Foundation and was 
organized/hosted by CITI Financial in 
Marystown.

On Sunday, October 20th, the 
department participated in the Active for 
Autism event. Firefighters took Engine #2 and 
Mobile #5 along to the event.

On Tuesday, October 22nd, firefighters 
visited Sacred Heart Academy to draw prizes for 
students from Sacred Heart Academy. The 
draws were completed for a prize for each grade 
in the school, Grade Kindergarten to Grade 7. 
The prize for Grade 7 was "Fire Chief for a Day" 
and the winner was Jayme Thornhill. Winners 
from each grade received a book bag and a gift 
certificate.

On Monday, October 28th, "Fire Chief 
for a Day" winner Jayme Thornhill accompanied 
Fire Chief Alex Coady. The day started off with 
Lunch at McDonalds, accompanied Chief Coady 
in the afternoon and ended the day by joining 
all firefighters on their regular drill night.

On Wednesday, October 30th, at 
approximately 2:34PM, the Fire Department 
received an alarm for a residence on Hollett's 
Road. The alarm was cancelled just as units 
were responding.

On Thursday, October 31st, the Fire 
Department took to the streets of Marystown 
for Halloween Night. The Firefighters stopped at 
numerous locations in the community in the 
Emergency Vehicles offering treat bags to the 
local kids.



The department also spent the month 
conducting its monthly meeting, doing Ladder 
Operations training, High Angle Rescue Training 
and Gas Detection Training.
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Picture 7. Fire Prevention Week Contest Winners at 
Sacred Heart Academy

      Picture 8. Firefighters and "Fire Chief for a Day"

Picture 9. Halloween  Trick or Treat Giveaway

 *The Marystown Volunteer Fire Department serves 

approximately 5400 residents from the centrally located Fire Hall. 
The Fire Department has 30 very dedicated firefighters and a fleet 
of 2 Pumpers, 1 Ladder, 2 Rescue Vehicles, 1 Pick-up, 1 SUV, a 
Hovercraft and a Hazmat Unit.  Visit our website at 
www.marystownvolunteerfiredept.com or you can also visit us on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/groups/MystVolFireDept and 
Twitter @MYSTVolFireDept.*


